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BOULDER &WYQN LAKE F?XSERVED 
AS G33AT' WILD LIFE SANCPU~Y 

-------- 
President Hoover, In Cne of Last Official Acts, 

Proclaims l&XX) Square Xile Tract a Refuge 
For Wild Birds and Animals 
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The great artificial lake to be crr-tated by the Hoover 

Dam on the Colorado River will become a refuge and breeding ground for 'Wild birds 

and animals under an Executive order signed by President Hoover on Narch 3. The new) 

reservation will be known as the 3oulder canyon Wild Life RefKe. Superimposed on -- .---" 
part of the land and water area withd,- vrwn for the Boulder Canyon project for river 

. 
regulation, .flood control, irrigation, domestic water uses, and power development, 

the new wild-life refuge will cover a total of about 620,COC acres, approximately 

132,OOC acres of which will be a vast artificial lake cn that part of the dolorado 

River, in Arizona and Nevada. 

Administration of the rofugo will be by the Department of Agriculture, 

through the Rurs;;u of Biological Survey, subject to USC by the Department of the 

Zatorior for its priory 'purpcsn_s. Paul G. &din&on, Jhief of the &reau of Bio- 

logical thmrcy , in a 6tatom;:n-t issued today (March 7) said that the flooded area 

will be wholly in the Lower Sonoran LiPo Zone, with the hct surnmcr and mild winter 

climate of the mesquite and croosotc bush country providing a brooding ground for 

many interesting birds and mammals of th53 socthwestorn desert region,, and a wintor 

resort for many. north.zn migratory birds. llFormerly," said Mr. Rodington, 'Iit was a 

paradiso throughout the year for Arizona quail, roadrunners, thrashers, ah,d other 
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birds. In winter, swans, snow gzoso, many ducks, some shdrcbirdsi waders, and a 

host of other smaller migrant birds f.)und a oongznial- resort in the Virgin and 

Colorado Riv:cr valleys, tha n::,tural outlot of the L-rest Basin. &on <his area 

bocom::s a groat lake, with curving baas *and docp inlets cutting back into side 

valleys andg&Pes, It will acain bo a great attraction for northorn waterfowl and 

__ provide cover and fo,>d fJr the rcsidcnt birds that arc pushed back from ths middle 

of tho valley. 

"!En:c, rofugc will bc *an oasis in an otherwise :Jrid country 7n >ne of the 

southw::.i*d bird-migrati.Jn rou;;s, a way stati n from Klamath Lcko B?fugo, O:og.>n, 

to th;: Guif .>,f +lifornia. 'Ihc Fedc,nl Roar River Rofu;c, on Gr>at Salt Lake, lins 

400 milts ndrthoast, the Salton Saa Rcfu,..;c is 225 milos to the south, rend the 

??allon tiigratory Bird Rcfugc in Ncveda is *about 350 milds nrthwcst. !ihc nzn ref-Gc 

therefore shiuld prove a valuable resting spot and winter resort for rm,~qq waterfowl 

that now seek congenial waters be;:-.nd our s.luthern border. 

"Beavers, muskrats, and otters will be the main local aciuatic mammalian 

fauna, but the protected area will also provide homes for antelope squirrels, and 

chipmunks, as well' as fJr little desert foxes, gray foxes, raccoons,and other 

-- intoresting animals of the regi.n. 

"The value of this new ref'u,-;e in I;ho Southwest," concluded Mr 

%S greatly onhancbd by its <eodraphJcpositi.Jn, and a m:;rc favorable 

Redin,$sn, 

place for pre- 

serving and onjlying the close prcsencc of aquatic and other wild life c.-buld not 

be f,ound in tho whole rogi.,n." 

Within the now rcfugc it is unlawful tg hunt, trap, capture, wilfully dis- 

turb, or kill any wild aninyal or bird o>f any kind whatevcr, 31 to take or destroy 

the nest or eggs of any wild bird. 
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